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Introduction & Context
• Importance of construction in economic 

development and job creation

•Global challenges: urbanization, climate 
change, infrastructure gaps

• Infrastructure Development is one of our 
National 10 Priority Areas

•The roles of universities and industry in 
addressing these challenges
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Why R&D Matters in Construction
•Productivity challenges in construction

•Digital transformation: 
oBuilding Information Modelling

oAI

oAutomation 

oRobotics

•Sustainability: green materials, circular 
economy approaches

•Safety and resilience
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Academia’s Role in R&D
• Knowledge creation through 

research

• Training future-ready engineers 
and professionals

• Neutral ground for 
experimentation and policy 
influence
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Industry’s Role in R&D
• Budgeting for R&D– specific % of 

the budget must be R&D

• Sharing research priorities with 
the University for collaborative 
R&D

• Providing testbeds for research

• Scaling and commercialization of 
academic outputs
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The Power 
of 
Partnerships
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